SHELBY TOWNSHIP OCEANA COUNTY, MICHIGAN

ORDINANCE NO. 162025-1

AN ORDINANCE TO ESTABLISH REGULATIONS AND REQUIREMENTS AS IT PERTAINS TO DOGS ON LEASHES IN SHELBY TOWNSHIP. 
SHELBY TOWNSHIP, OCEANA COUNTY, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS:
Section 1. DOG LEASH ORDINANCE
A. Purpose and Intent. It is the intent of this Ordinance to establish minimum requirements as it pertains to the behavior and conduct of off-leash dogs in the Township. It is not the intent of this Ordinance to regulate or require leashes for dogs on private property, but to protect the health, safety, and welfare of Township residents and visitors sharing public spaces. 
B. Off-leash Dogs Prohibited.
1. Leash Requirements.
a. Dogs must be kept on a leash not exceeding six (6) feet in length, at all times when outside the owner’s property.
b. The leash must be held by or securely attached to a person who can maintain control of the dog at all times.
2. Prohibited Areas. Dogs are strictly prohibited from running off-leash in the following areas:
a. Public streets, sidewalks, alleys, courts, trails, and other open public places.
b. Private property without the consent of the property owner or occupant.
c. All Parks and open spaces that are not specifically designated as off-leash areas.
3. Exceptions. 
a. Dogs are permitted off-leash only in designated dog parks, provided they remain under the control of their owner or handler.
b. Service dogs, in the event of an emergency of their owner, are exempt from these requirements. 
C. Violations and Penalties. Any person found in violation of this ordinance shall be subject to a fine, as determined by the Township Board.

Section 2. Severability. Should any portion of this Ordinance/ordinance amendment be declared to be invalid or unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction, that shall not affect any other portion or provision this Ordinance/ordinance amendment which shall remain valid and in full force and effect.





Section 3. Effective Date. This Ordinance is ordered to take effect seven (7) days following publication of adoption in a local newspaper having general circulation in the Township, under the provisions of 2006 Public Act 110, except as may be extended under the provisions of such Act.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
YES:
NO:
ABSENT/ABSTAIN:



Declared adopted on:          .




Richard Raffaelli, Township Supervisor	Cathy Anderson, Township Clerk



